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Conservative party in 1901, was dismayed by the violent
sectarianism in Ontario and Quebec. "The awakening of
so intense a feeling/' he remarked, "was for me a novel
experience." Here the clashing claims and divergent atti-
tudes of Catholic French and Protestant English had come
from their close juxtaposition in the valley of the St. Lawrence
and their memory of bitter struggle in the past. The Orange
Order and kindred associations were then active in sustaining
sectarianism within the Conservative party, but their
influence, although far from spent, has since declined. In
Quebec Roman Catholic associations were at times no less
energetic in feeding the fires of sectarian and racial passion.
Yet despite these divisive influences, the national parties
have on the whole assuaged the antagonisms of race and
sect. They have stood for agreement much more than for
division. Their national leaders, if not always their lesser
politicians, would all undoubtedly act according to the
declaration of Laurier in the nineties, a period of intense
sectarian feeling. "Each time that it is my duty to take
up an attitude on any question whatever, I shall take it
up not from the standpoint of Catholicism, or from the
standpoint of Protestantism, but from motives which may
animate all men who love justice, liberty, and toleration."7
To include within one organization members of different
races and creeds is in the long run the master strategy of
the leaders, and can be successful only if the rule of tolerance
is accepted.
Lord Bryce a generation ago described Canadian politics
with the unflattering and often quoted comment that "in
Canada ideas are not needed to make parties, for they can
live by heredity and, like the Guelfs and Ghibellines of
Medieval Italy, by memories of past combats." Their
impulsive belligerence is ever present, but it is certainly
not true that they ignore ideas. In their own way they
pay homage above all to the dynamic concept of national
unity; in attempting to combine divergent elements within
the one party they are agents of social peace. It is in the
counsels of these national associations that the political
TQuoted in Andr6 Siegfried, The Race Question in Canada, 194.
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